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Death raises awareness
of bike safety in SLO
Alicia Freeman
A U C IA FREEM A N .M D ^M A IU CO M

COURTESY PHOTO

Ken Macro (bottom left), who uught at three unhvrsities in Russia, was surprised by how similar his students were to those
at Cal Poly. He said the major difference was their unfiuniliarity with technologies like iPods and PowerPoint presentations.

From Russia w ith Love
Professor talks about teaching in a foreign
country and how his college Russian language
lessons paid off.
Hannah Croft
HANNAHCROFT. M D ^ M A I l-.COM

“Russia isn’t really that different,"
Ken Macro said as he leaned back in
his chair.
Macro, a graphic communica
tion professor who recently returned
to California after a six-week stay in
Russia, taught about the American
printing industry at three universities.
Macro began his studies at Penn
State where he majored in Russian
technology translation, which began
to nurture his love for Russia. But his
college career took a different turn
with the fall o f Soviet Russia, and
years later he found himself sining
in his “eclectic” office in the Graphic
Arts building.
“Once communism fell, there
wasn’t really a need for the major,
so it disbanded,” he said. “But I still
have a love for the language.”
Two years ago on a trip to China,
Macro met the president o f the Mos
cow State University o f Printing Arts,
and worked out a program in which

he could teach in the country with
which he was so enamored.
He set off in September, and
taught for two weeks at Moscow State
University o f Printing Arts, one week
at Kiev Polytechnic University and
one week at St. Petersburg State Uni
versity o f Technology and Design.
“My ' lectures focused on the
American industries o f marketing
and p rin tit^ ” he said.
Though Macro is proficient in
Russian, the universities preferred for
him to speak English.
“All the students there were nearly
fluent in English,” he said. “They
start learning it so early on in the
education; it’s really impressive.”
O f his Russian students. Macro
said they aren’t much different than
the students he has at Cal Poly.
“They’re really quite similar,”
Macro said. “They’re the same age,
they like the same things, they follow
the same celebrities. The only thing
that’s really different is that they are
really unfiuniliar with technology.”

Macro described a day in which
he singled out a student with an
iPod. He was the only one in the
room who had one.
“And he was so embarrassed
when I called him out,” he said.
“Over there, that puts you in a dif
ferent class, and he didn’t want his
peers to think he had that kind o f
money.”
Macro also said his students
were taken aback by the Power
Point presentations he used during
his lectures. His students were ac
customed to older professors read
ing straight from textbooks.
“It was a major culture shock,”
Macro said. “1 didn’t expect it to be
so hard to assimilate.”
There are so many aspects o f life
Macro took for granted that Russia
lacks. He found the poor quality o f
the roads most surprising.
“I found myself saying over and
over, ‘This would never happen in
the U.S.,’” he said.
see Russia, page 4
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There were 4 4 total recorded bicydiat-vchicle aeddenti in San Luia Obispo in
2 0 1 0 . O f the 4 4 accidemts, 16 cited the bicyclist as the one at fault.
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After a man died from injuries Jan.
12 from a car and bike collision,
bike safety in San Luis Obispo pres
ents a more serious issue than previ
ously considered.
William Norman Putnam, a
54-year-old resident, was struck by a
traaor-trailer Jan. 8 while riding his
bicycle on Prado Road. He died less
than a week later from his injuries.
Joshua Marcum, president o f
Cal Poly Wheelmen and biomedi
cal engineering junior, said he was
“saddened to hear o f a fellow cyclist
being injured.”
“As much as we love cycling,
there are many jjeople out there
who don’t appreciate it or have pa
tience for us,” Marcum said. “With
that being said, it is also the respon
sibility o f cyclists to ride safely and
respectfully. Obeying traffic laws,

riding cautiously, wearing a helmet
and using lights at night could help to
keep you out o f the hospital.”
But even following basic safety
laws isn’t always enough.
Janice Ckxxlwin, a sergeant on the
Trafitc Safety Unit o f the San Luis
Obispo Police Department, said the
main cause o f bicycle accidents in San
Luis Obispo is bicyclists riding the
wrong direction on sidewalks.
“Consider this scenario: You are
the driver o f a vehicle and you come
to a stop sign at a four way stop in
tersection, and you are going to make
a left turn," Goodwin said. “Mean
while, a bicycle riding on the sidewalk,
on your side o f the road, crosses from
your left to your right in front o f you
as you prepare to make that left turn.
The driver o f a vehicle has no expec
tation o f a bicycle to come from" the
sidewalk in ftnnt o f their vehicle from
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Honorées show engineering is not just a man’s worid
Victoria Zabel
VTCTORlAZAB£L.M D^M AlL.COM

The Cal Poly Society o f Women En
gineers (SWE) honored five women
at its “Evening With Industry” awards
banquet on Jan. 21 with the 2011
Outstanding Women in Engineering
and Technology Award. This year’s
honorées were Anne Beug, Sarah R.
Chang, Laura Dearborn, Anna Hop
per and Jennifer Hughes.
Students and faculty that attended
the banquet were joined by industry
professionals from 32 companies in
cluding Yahoo, Cisco and I>ockheed
Martin, said Helene Finger, diieaor
o f the Womens Engineering Program.
In order to be considered for the
2011 Women in Engineering and
Technology Award students must be
nominated by a faculty adviser. Fin
ger said. Alter initial nominations
are made, students are then required
to turn in a packet containing their
resume, transcripts, a letter o f recom
mendation, a personal statement and a
form detailing leadership experience. A
comminee comprised o f faculty mem
bers fix)m the College o f Engineering
then evaluates the nominees.
“To win the award you don’t have
to be the student with the best GPA
... the committee takes into account
everything about the students,” Finger
said. “We are really looking for indi
viduals who are most likely to make a

COURTESY PHOTO

The five honored at the Cal Ptoly Society o f Women Engineers awards banquet were chosen for their individual accomplishments at Cal Poly, as well as for their ability to “make a significant impact on the engineering profession,“ said Women s Engineering Program Director, Helene Finger.

significant impact on the engineering
profission."
Jennifer Hughes, a computer sci
ence graduate student, said she felt
honored to be included with a group
o f such amazing women.
“O f course I wanted to win, but I
would have been happy for anyone,"
Hughes said. “Every woman that

Every woman that was
nominated was deserving of the
award.
— Jennifer Hughes
Computer tdcncc graduate student

Bikes
continuedfrom page 1
that direction if that bicycle is follow
ing the rules o f the road according to
the vehicle code.”
Goodwin said in 2010, there was
a total o f 44 accidents, 42 o f which
involved injuries. In 16 o f these acci
dents it was concluded that the bicy
clist was at fault. So fiv this year, there
have been five accidents, with four o f
the five being the bicyclist’s fault, in
cluding Putnam’s death.
Chad Reiley, an officer for the
University Police Depanment, said
there were only seven bicycle and car
collisioru on the Cal Poly campus last
year, far fewer than other San Luis
Obispo areas.
“I would expea more because o f
so many bicyclists and vehicles out
there, but surprisingly there aren’t very
many,” Reiley said. “I believe we have
more pedestrian versus bicyclists than
we have bicyclists (versus) vehicles.”
Reiley also said there were more
accidents around town because o f the
narrow downtown streets.
“I think it’s becau.se the downtown
area, you’ve got parking on both sides
o f the street,” Reiley said. “You’ve
got bicycles trying to be on the same

road as vehicles, and it gets narrow on
some o f those lanes.”
Goodwin said the lack o f safety
equipment is also a huge pan o f why
bicyclists get hun.
“Helmets and gloves should iK>t
be considered optional equipment,”
Goodwin said. “A properly fitted helm a is the simplest form o f life insur
ance for a cyclist. In both o f the most
recent bicycle related collisions in San
Luis Obispo, the riders were not wear
ing helmets and suffered significant
head trauma, and one died as a result
o f his injuries.”
Goodwin also said bicycles are
treated as vehicles according to Cali
fornia traffic code, and bicyclists
need to pay attention to the rules o f
the road.
. “All cycling instruaors will also tell
you this: Bicyclists fare best when they
behave like, and are treated as, drivers
o f motor vehicles,” Goodwin said.
Reiley said not only are bicyclists
safer when they follow the rules o f
the road, it fares better on their wal
lets because bicyclists can still get
tickets. He said stop sign violations
are the most prevalent ticket viola
tion incurred on campus, as well as
biking in walking areas, on the side
walk or the wrong way.

was nominated was deserving o f the
award."
Hughes founded Women Involved
in .Software and Hardware (W ISH) as
a sophomore at Cal Poly. She said she
started the group because there was
a need for a female suppon system
within engineering majors. It was ac
complishments like this that helped
her stand out among the rest o f the
qualified candidates, she said.
“This award is different than other
awards. It isn’t just given to the woman
with the highest grades, it’s mote based
on what you’ve actually done," Hughes
said. “I founded W ISH , I have bc*en
involved with a lot o f outside research.
I think diat is more why I was recogni^enJ — because the)' saw my passion
and potential.”
Anna Hopptcr said the award was
special because SW E looked outside of
its club members when choosing the

recipients of the 2011 Women in En
gineering and Technology Award(s).
Hopper was involved with SW E early
into her collegiate career, but as time
went on she became more involved
with the College o f Engineering Am
bassadors and less involved with SWE.
“If I had time to do it all, I would
have,” Hopper said. “But, like we all
know, we don’t have time to be in
volved in everything. Unfortunately
something had to give, and 1 was more
passionate about Ambassadors. It was
cool, though, that the award was not
exclusive to SW E members, that my
accomplishments were .still recognized
and applauded is a great feeling.”
Award recipients were given $50 gift
cards to El Corral Bookstore, but the
recognition and satisfaaion that comes
with receiving an award like the 2011
Women in Engineering and Technol
ogy Award is the real prize. Finger said.

The award also helps to “break the
stercot)q)c” that people often associate
with engineers in general.
“It’s critical that people see engi
neers outside o f the typical engineer
typecast,” Finger said. “People think
all engineers do is math, that they are
antisocial, that they hole up in dark
spaces with their work. Really what
this award does is help present engi
neers in general, specifically women
engineers, in a way that says ‘we are
passionate about what we do, we en
joy it, we want you to see how great
it is.’ That’s the only way we will con
tinue getting women to join the pro
fission.”
More information about the
award, as well as more specific infor
mation about the recipients, can be
found on the Cal Poly College o f En
gineering website.

“Over the last four years, between
90 to 160 (ciutions are issued) per
year,” Reiley said.
Goodwin said bicyclists can g a
punished for driving under the influ
ence (D U I), just like a vehicle driver.
“You can go to jail, and lose your
driving p r iv ily for one year, just like
a D U I in a car,” Goodwin said.
Along with general safety, bicy
clists must also worry about bike
theft. According to Goodwin, 241
bikes were stolen in 2010 compared
to 211 in 2009, with 15 already sto
len this year.
However, Goodwin said she did
not know if this was a rising trend.
“While this may appear to show
an increase, we don’t know if there’s
an increased reporting due to aware
ness, if there’s an increase in bike usage
due to the economy or environmen
tal awareness or any combination o f
these faaors," Goodwin said. “Again,
without researching long term trends
it’s hard to draw any real conclusions
and we certainly haven’t seen any dra
matic spikes in bike thefts reported.”
Reiley said bike theft is the num
ber one crime on campus and it hap

road. Marcum said drivers should be
more patient with bicyclists.
“Our small helmets and thin jerseys do not protea us nearly as well
as a giant metal car,” Marcum said,

“When passing cyclists, drivers need
to take a deq> breath, relax and realize
that the extra 3 0 to 60 secoruls it takes
to find a safe place to pass won’t ruin
their day, but might save a life.”

pens fiiirly regularly.
Yet, besides theft and safety, not
only bicyclists should be aware o f the
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Republicans reject Obama’s Poll of Californians shows
high-speed rail project plan concern over chiid obesity
Steven Thomma
MCCLATCHY NEWSP.VPERS

In a previcv/ o f the epic budget
fight that will kick off in earnest
next week, the Obama administra
tion on Monday proposed a $ 53
billion plan for high-speed rail, and
Republicans who control the purse
strings said not so fast.
The quick clash over a relatively
small item in a budget expected to
total about $3 .8 trillion that Presi
dent Barack Obama will propose
next Monday underscored how
tough it could be for Obama and
the Congress to agree on federal
spending.
Obam a wants to increase spend
ing on such things as education,
energy, research and the nation’s
infrastructure. He calls them “in
vestments” to help U .S. businesses
speed goods and information, cre
ate jobs and compete against for
eign rivals.
But Republicans who control
the House o f Representatives say
cutting such spending — not in
creasing it — is key to improving
the economy. And Republicans
who won governor’s offices W is
consin and O hio in November
have rejected federal money already
allocated for rail projects in their
states.
The first clash came over the
W hite House proposal to spend $8
billion in the coming fiscal year on
high-speed trains, with $45 billion
more coming over the following
five years.
“I f we do not, you tell me how
America is going to be able to lead
the world in the 21st century,” said
Vice President Joe Biden.
Biden, a regular train rider
when he was a senator commuting
to and from his home in Delaware
to Washington, traveled by train
Tuesday to Philadelphia’s 30th
Street Station to pitch the benefits
o f the proposal to build high-speed
rail lines or improve speed on exist
ing lines.
He said the plan would focus
on three types o f rail projects: a na
tional high-speed rail network with
speeds between 125 mph and 250
mph; regional lines where speed
would be increased to 9 0 -1 2 5 mph;
and lines with speeds as much as
90 mph that would link to higherspeed national or regional lines.
Outside the Northeast C or
ridor, which serves the densely
populated region from Washington

to Boston, most o f Amtrak’s trains
travel no faster than 79 mph.
Biden said the spending plan
would build on $10.5 billion al
ready allocated for rail projects —
$8 billion from the 2 0 0 9 stimulus
law and $2.5 billion in last year’s
budget.
“These investments arc already
paying economic dividends in plac
es like Brunswick, Maine, where
construction workers arc laying
track that will provide the first
rail service since the 1940s from
Brunswick to Portland to Boston,”
he said.
But that money was approved
when the Democrats controlled the
House o f Representatives.
Republicans who chair key
committees signaled Tuesday that
the new G O P-controllcd House
will be much more skeptical — if
not hostile — to taxpayer-subsi
dized rail.
Rep. John Mica, R-Fla., the
chairman o f the House Transpor
tation Committee, said the first
$10.5 billion was poorly allocated,
mostly to projects that aren’t what
he considers truly high-speed.
“Rather than focusing on the
Northeast Corridor, the most con
gested corridor in the nation and
the only corridor owned by the
federal government, the adminis
tration continues to squander lim
ited taxpayer dollars on marginal
projects,” Mica said.
Approving more money, he
said, “is like giving Bernie Madoff
another chance at handling your
investment portfolio.”
Rep. Bill Shuster, R-Pa., the
chairman o f the panel’s Railroad
Subcommittee, complained that
the Obama administration has
ignored a requirement for com 
petition on money-losing Amtrak
routes. He also said that Obama
has failed to show how he has al
located money so far.
“I have no problem with sound
investments in alternative trans
portation projects,” he said. “But
selecting routes behind closed
doors runs counter to the admin
istration’s pledges o f transparency. I
am concerned that without appro
priate controls to ensure the most
worthy projects are the ones that
receive funding, high-speed rail
funding could become another po
litical grab bag for the president."
Obama also is finding it tough
to sell taxpayer-financed high
speed rail beyond Congress.
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Molly Hennessey-Fiske
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A growing number o f Californians
consider obesity to be a “very serious”
problem facing children in the state and
believe unhealthy fare in schools should
be rcstriaed, according to a statewide
poll released Tuesday.
“They recognize the seriousness of
the childhood obesity epidemic and
understand that changing public poli
cies is the key to creating healthier com
munities,” said Dr. Robert K. Ross,
president and chief executive o f the
California Endowment, the Los An
geles-based nonprofit that flmded the
field Poll survey.
Nearly 60 percent o f those polled,
up from 46 percent eight years ago,
called childhood obesity a “very seri
ous” problem, according to the survey
of 1,005 registered voters. In addi
tion, one in three cited unhealthy eat
ing habits more than any other factor
— including illegal drug use and vio
lence — as the “greatest health risk” for
children in Califiimia. More than half
said they would support a tax on soda
and soft drinks to fund the fight against
childhood obesity, and 61 percent said
all drinks with added sugars should be
banned from schools.
“It is a two-pronged assault; We
need to take a lot better care of our lads
in terms o f what we’re fmling them,
between drinks and portion size, and
we need to give them more access to
physical activity,” said Timothy Tobin,
program coordinator and head coach
at Safe Harbor Aquatics Q ub, which
last year started providing free water
polo and nutrition classes to about 50
students and their families in the Los
Angles area’s San Gabriel Valley.
O f those polled, 81 percent o f Afri
can Americans and 68 percent o f Lati-

Russia
contimudfront page I

The biggest contrast between
Russia and the U .S., Macro said,
was the difference in social norms.
The students he taught were well
read, eloquent and fluent in mul
tiple languages.
“I’m not saying that American stu
dents aren’t well-read or anything. I’m
saying that it’s much more common
there,” he said. “I think students here
need to start learning languages early,
like they do there.”
Overall, Macro is happy to be
back, and his students arc happy to
have him back.
Graphic communication fresh
man Andrea Hernandez said her lab
and lecture classes with Macro arc the
highlight o f her week.

nos said childhood obesity was a “very
serious” problem, compared with 54
percent o f whites. O f those earning less
than $20,000, 65 percent said child
hood obesity was very serious, com
pared with 55 percent of those earning
$100,000 or more.
Three-quarters o f those asked said
businesses and governments should
promote healthier behavior. Nearly 90
percent o f that group favored requiring
physical education classes for four years
in high school; they also favored keep
ing school gyms, tracks, playgrounds
and fields open when school is out; and
making street improvements so it is
easier to bike and walk.
Nearly two-thirds o f those polled
said supermarkets should be encour
aged to open in low-income neighbor
hoods. Although 61 percent o f those
polled said it was very easy to find fresh
fruit and v^etables locally, just 19 per
cent o f parents in six low-income com
munities the endowment polled agreed.
Natalie Miaño, a nutridon educator
with the Network for Healthy Califor
nia, has taught nutridon classes for the
Safo Harbor program and advised a stu
dent group makir^ nutritional videos
at Rowland Unified School District.
Miaño said parents’ misconcepdons re
main a chaUenge, with many assuming
fiesh ingredients arc more expensive or
avoiding fhiits and v^ctables they do
not recognize.
Miaño said many parents live far
from formers markets or other stores
known for fiesh products. Instead, she
takes them to local supermarkets, such
as the 99 Cents Only Store, to search
for ingredients, assemble weekly meal
plans and cook a given dish, such as
chicken sesame sdr fiy with snow peas.
“They arc making healthy change,”
Miaño said, “but it takes small steps.”

“H e’s a really great teacher,” she
said. “O ne o f the best in the de
partm ent.”
Graphic communication freshman
Kathryn 2>ltner said she likes how
Macro’s class keeps her attention.
“I didn’t think I’d be that inter
ested in the subject,” he said. “But he
makes it really entertaining.”
Macro said he hopes to someday
Stan a program in which he takes
graphic communication smdents to
Moscow for a two-week program.
“I wouldn’t recommend studying
abroad there (because o f the big cul
ture shock),” he said. “But I would
love to create a program so I can go
back with students.”
Macro’s “love affair” with Russia is
nowhere near over.
“I will go back, that’s for sure,” he
said. “But for now, I am happy to be
back, and to be at Cal Poly.”

1 thiok students here need to
like they do over
— Ken Macro
Graphic communication professor
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Long-Standing moderate
Democratic group disbands
James Oiiphant
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAY

It has never been easy here to sit at
the political center. And now it just
became a little lonelier.
T h e demise o f the Dem ocratic
Leadership C ouncil, a symbol o f
centrism for more than a quarter o f
a century, has been viewed by some
as an acknowledgement that D em 
ocrats, com ing o ff an election-year
rout, have lost their compass too.
T he D L C , which promoted
moderate Dem ocrats with busi
ness-friendly policies, was best
epitomized by the presidency o f
Bill C lin ton , who made the strata
gem o f “triangulation” — adopting
policies from his political adversar
ies — a household word.
President Barack Obam a’s per
ceived shift to the center o f the
spectrum on issues such as ear
marks and a wage freeze for fed
eral workers, as well as this week’s
address to the U .S. Cham ber o f
Com m erce, has been viewed in
some circles as an attempt at the
same kind o f maneuver.
T his week, the D L C said it was
shutting its doors because o f finan
cial problems. T h e move was has
tened by the departure o f the coun
cil’s leader, Bruce Reed, who was
hired by Vice President Joe Biden
as his ch ief o f staff.
Some Republicans greeted the
news as a sign that the D L C ’s brand
o f centrism had been rendered ir
relevant after the results o f last year
congressional elections.
“T h is collapse ... has been a
long time com ing,” said the Na
tional Republican Congressional
C om m ittee Tuesday in a statement.
Moderate Dem ocrats, the N R C C
said, were led “into the extreme
wing o f their party by President
O bam a and Nancy Pelosi" — and
were routed for it.
Almost half o f the so-called
“Blue D og” coalition, a group
o f D em ocratic moderates in the
House, weren’t returned to their
posts by voters in November.
In the Senate, some o f the re
maining moderates are growing
nervous. Sens. Claire M cCaskill o f
Missouri and Jo n Tester o f M on-
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tana, both o f whom were elected
in 2 0 0 6 and both o f whom could
face difficult re-election battles,
are calking about modifying the
Dem ocrats’ signature health care
overhaul, particularly the mandate
that all Americans purchase health
insurance.
Last week, both M cCaskill and
Tester voted against a G O P Sen
ate amendment to repeal the entire
health care bill.
Voters in M cC askill’s home
state, a hotbed o f “tea party” activ
ism, overwhelmingly passed a ref
erendum in November opposing
the individual mandate. An aide to
the senator said Tuesday that McCaskill is open to examining alter
natives to the mandate that would
still encourage healthy Americans
to purchase health insurance, such
as an extended open enrollm ent
period that would offer financial
incentives to enrollees.
M cC askill’s position is opposed
by another centrist group, one that,
ironically, she co-chairs.
“We do not think opening the
health care bill is a wise choice at
this m om ent,” said M att Bennett,
a vice president o f Third Way, a
D em ocratic think tank in Wash
ington that had eclipsed the D LC
as a driver o f policy even before the
D L C said it was shutting down.
C ountering the N R C C and
other critics, Bennett maintained
that D em ocratic centrism remains
a viable force in modern politics,
one that Obam a has embraced.
He pointed to the recent appoint
ment o f W illiam Daley, a Third
Way trustee, as the new W hite
House ch ief o f staff — and argued
that only by hewing to a moderate
course, rather than trying to appeal
to the more-aggressive progressive
elements o f the party, can D em o
crats hope to retain the W hite
House and control o f the Senate
next year.
“For Dem ocrats, the liberal base
is 17 percent o f the electorate. That
can’t be your base. You can’t build
pyramids that way,” Bennett said.
“T h e base o f the Dem ocratic Party
are moderates. W hen we win over
pluralities o f moderates, we win
elections.”
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SAN Q U EN TIN (M C T) —
The federal judge weighing wheth
er California can resume executing
condemned prisoners toured San
Quentin State Prison’s new lethal
injection facility Tuesday in what
he called a fact-finding mission to
help determine whether the state’s
revised procedures meet constitu
tional standards.
U.S. District Judge Jeremy Fogel halted the execution o f mur
derer Michael A. Morales five years
ago, citing concerns the execution
team was poorly trained, the con
verted gas chamber too cramped
and ill-lit and the state’s method o f
delivering the three-drug execution
cocktail at risk o f inflicting cruel
and unusual punishment.
Whether his concerns have been
alleviated by rewriting the legal
protocols guiding the execution
process and the physical changes
made to the prison venue where
death sentences are carried out was
not immediately apparent.
Fogel said he hoped to have a
decision about whether executions
can proceed “as soon as possible”
but set out a schedule for fur
ther hearings that will run at least
through spring.

W ASH IN GTON D .C . (M C T) —
Funding for President Barack
Obama’s health care law will be
stripped from legislation to keep
the government running for the remainder o f the fiscal year, a House
G O P leader said Tuesday, setting
up a showdown with Senate Democrats and the W hite House that
could risk a government shutdown.
Rep. Eric Cantor, R-Va., the
majority leader, said he expected
the spending bill the House intended to approve next week will be
amended to prohibit funds for the
health care overhaul, the signature
achievement o f the president and
congressional Democrats. Such a
bill is not likely to pass the Senate.
Congress faces a March 4 deadline to pass a spending bill for the
remainder o f the fiscal year as the
current legislation expires. Democrats in the Senate would be unlikely to go along with steep cuts to
the president’s health care overhaul,
forcing a standoff between the
two chambers. To avoid a government shutdown. Congress could
be forced to approve a short-term
funding mechanism until the issue
is resolved.

SO U T H KO REA (M C T) —
Military officials from the two Koreas on Tuesday held the first crossborder talks in four months, opening discus.sions many hope will ease
tensions on the divided peninsula
but which critics dismiss as the
north’s ploy to secure food aid from
Seoul.
The two sides conducted morning and afternoon sessions at the
border village o f Panmunjom, preliminary talks that officials from
both the U.S. and China hoped
would pave the way for continued
discussions.
While Tuesday’s meeting involvcd military colonels, some here
speculated that future talks might
include the defense ministers from
both sides.
But Seoul officials on Tucsday reiterated their demands that
North Korea must first apologize
and take “responsible measures” for
two deadly North Korean attacks
against the south last year, including the sinking o f a warship chat
killed 4 6 crewmen and the Novemher artillery shelling o f Yconpyeong
Island, which killed four people.

•••
• • •

PALO ALTO (M C T ) —
Facebook C E O Mark Zuckerberg
has obtained a restraining order
against Pradeep Manukonda, who
allegedly stalked the billionaire and
his family asking for money.
The court order was issued last
week, demanding that the 3 1 -yearold stay away from the co-founder
o f the leading social media site,
Zuckerberg’s sister Randi Zucker
berg and Zuckerberg’s girlfriend,
Priscilla Chan.
In letters and Facebook messag
es to Zuckerbei^ and his sister, Ma
nukonda — who also goes by the
name Pradeep Kumar — has said
his family is going through finan
cial hardship and has been looking
to the three for help, according to
legal documents obtained by T M Z .
Manukonda has also been try
ing to “follow, surveil auid contact”
Zuckerberg, his sister and Chan
and has reportedly shown up at
Zuckerberg’s home and office in
Palo Alto, Calif., T M Z said. Randi
Zuckerberg is Facebook’s director
o f market development.

M ISSO U R I (M C T) —
Is an ordinary cell phone a computcr?
Yes it is, a panel o f the 8th U.S.
Circuit C oun o f Appeals ruled
Tuesday. If you use the cell phone to
help transport a minor across state
lines for illegal sex, a Judge can sentence you to more prison time.
A spokesman for the U.S. attorncy’s office said the ruling was the
first from a federal appeals court
that described a cell phone as a computer to support a harsher sentence.
The distinction had real conscquences for Neil Scon Kramer, 41,
o f Violet, La. In April a firderal judge
in Springfield, Mo., sentenced him
to 14 years in prison for meeting
a 15-year-old girl at a convenience
store in Cabool, Mo:, and taking her
to his recreational vehicle in Louisiana for several days.
Using a computer in such a
crime generally triggers a longer sentence under fiKleral guidelines. The
judge sentencing Kramer noted that
without the enhancement he would
have sentenced him to only 11 years
and eight months.
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AFGH A N ISTAN (M C T ) —
In the latest salvo aimed at his
Western backers, Afghan President
Hamid Karzai declared Tuesday
that reconstruction and dcvclopment units supported by the
NATO force should be phased out.
The president’s assertion appeared to catch N A TO ’s International Security Assistance Force by
surprise.
A military spokesman said no
timetable had been set for the
shutdown o f provincial reconstruction teams, known in military parlance as PRTs.
Karzai has long denounced
them as one o f a number o f Western-crcated “parallel structures”
that undermine the authority o f
his government.
In recent months, the A i^ a n
president has sought to curtail
sharply the operations o f private
security firms.
He has also voiced objections
to Western-funded aid projects
that bypass government ministries
and funnel money directly to contractors and subcontractors.
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NASA finds no reason to blame Toyota
for ‘unintended acceleration incidents’
Jim Puzzanghera
LOS ANGELES TIMES

A NASA re|x)rt on Toyota’s sudden ac
celeration found “no electronic flaws...
capable o f producing the large throttle
openings required to create dangerous
high-sp>ccd, unintended acceleration
incidents.”
llie report, released Tuesday by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad
ministration, said that the mechanical
safety defeas identified more than a
year ^ o — including sticky accelera
tor pedals and pedals trappied by floor
mats — “remain the only known
causes for these kinds of unsafe, unin
tended acceleration incidents."
Ih c ref)ort followed a 10-month
study by the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, which was
brought in by NHTSA to review only
the electronics.
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHotxl said: “We enlisted the best and
brightest engineers to study Toyota’s
clearonics system, and the verdict is
in. There is no electronic-based cause
for unintended, high-spec*d accelera
tion in Toyotas.’’ For the study, a team
o f NASA engineers evaluated the elec
tronic circuitry in Toyota vehicles and
analvTcd more than 280,000 lines of
software code.
“NASA found no evidence dtat a
malfunction in electronics caused large

unintended accelerations,” said Mi
chael Kirsh, principal engineer at the
NASA Engineering and Safety Center.
NASA’s study “confirmed that
there is a theoretical possibility tfiat
two faults could combine under very
specific conditions” to affect the elec
tronic control systems to create an
unintended acceleration. But the
team “did not find any evidence that
this had occurred in the real world or
that there are failure mechanisms that
would combine to make this occur
rence likely.”
Despite the findings, the NHTSA
said it was considering taking new ac
tions to deal with sudden acceleration.
They include proposing rules by the
end o f the year to requite brake over
ride systems, standardized ke>4ess igni
tion systems and accident data record
ers in all passenger vehicles.
The agency also proposes to start
broad research on the reliability and
security o f electronic control systems
and to research the design and place
ment o f accelerator pedals, as well as
how drivers use the pedals.
Ih e NASA study came after three
congressional hearings into sudden
unintended acceleration in royoui
vehicles. Toyota has issued more than
11 million recall notices in the last 16
months, most to resolve sudden-accel
eration issues.
In December, Toyota agreed to
pay more than $32.4 million in fines

for failing to inform U.S. regulators
promptly about vehicle defects.
llia t followed a $16.4 million fine
levied against the automaker by the
Transporution Department in April
for delaying the recall o f gas pedals
that could become stuck.
Toyota also faces more than 100
lawsuits in state and federal courts
linked to the sudden-acceleration
problems over the last decade. Toyota
setded at least one o f those cases, agree
ing to pay $10 million to the families
o f four }>eople killed wheti a Lexus ES
accelerated out o f control near San Di
ego in 2009.
The Los Angeles Times found that
reports o f sudden unintended accel
eration in some Toyota vehicles surged
after the automaker installed electron
ic throttles. In the case o f the Lexus ES
and Camry sedans, total complaints
averaged 26 annually for the 19992001 model year.
After electronic throttles were in
stalled bc*ginning with the 2002 mod
els, complaints jumped to an average
of 132 a year. Ib y ou vehicles also have
been involved in more fatal accidents
involving sudden acceleration than all
other automakers companies.
A limes review in 2009 found that
there were at least 19 such deaths in
Ibyotas since the introduction o f the
2002 model year vehicles, compared
with a total o f 11 deaths for other au
tomakers.
V
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Blow his mind with a classic blowjob

Caitlyn Harkins is an English
sophomore. Mustang Daily copy
editor and sex columnist.
Valentines Day is just around the
corner, and o f course you’ve turned
to the trustworthy sex column for
advice.
Valentine’s Day is usually offen
sive to people who just broke up,
got divorced, ended their friendswith'benefits deal, are single in
general or just don’t like commer
cialized holidays. And, since every
V-Day advice is basically the same

— if your partner likes presents
and going out, you should prob
ably oblige — I figured I’d go with
something a little different.
How to give a blowjob 101.
I’m not saying you should give a
blowjob to your partner as a pres
ent on Valentine’s Day, your anni
versary, his birthday or Arbor Day.
The reason being, if your man likes
blowjobs, they should be incorpo
rated into your sex life regularly.
I f you start treating BJs like, well,
a treat, then it signals to your guy
that you’re begrudgingly doing it

^ two-way street that
should be frequently s ^ i l ^
upon in both directiw
- T Caitlyn Harkins
Sex coliunnitt
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for him. No one wants bitter oral.
I f you have hangups about
blowjobs, as in previous trauma or
general disinterest in oral, let your
guy know that is the reason why
you won’t go down on him. Then,
maybe you two can figure out
counseling or some other com m u
nication so that everyone gets what
they need out o f the relationship.
Now, down to the dirty details.
Blowjobs are best when given en
thusiastically and without begging.
Pull your lips slightly over your
teeth so that there is no chance o f
your pearly whites getting too close
to his penis. Drop your tongue and
take him into your mouth as far as
you can go without gagging.
You can train away your gag re
flex if you’re particularly sensitive.
Each night, practice brushing your
tongue further back while brush
ing your teeth. It sucks at first, but
you’ll eventually desensitize your gag
reflex. That tip is usually unnecessary
for most people, but for the gaggerextraordinaires, it is pretty handy.
But back to the blowjob at hand
— which you should use, by the
way, while you’re blowing him.
Wrap around the base o f his penis
firmly and stroke up and down in
rhythm to the motion o f your head.
It may feel awkward at first, but
with practice you’ll get into it.
O ne o f the better aspects o f a
blowjob is the incorporation o f the
tongue. W hile you’re down there,
swirl your tongue along the head
o f his penis, or use it to pressure
his penis against the roof o f your
mouth.
Use your other hand to guide
his hips. He’ll probably be natu
rally rocking during the B J, and
you’ll want to be able to control the
tempo.
W hen it comes time for him to,
you know, come, you have several
options. Swallowing is probably the
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s are b ^ t when they ’re
given enthusiastically
without begging.
— Caitlyn Harkins
Sex column ill

easiest way to go. Jiist take his penis
all the way into your mouth, and
su rt swallowing as soon as he starts
to ejaculate. Doing that ensures you
won’t taste his come for very long.
Spitting is fine too, but make
sure there is a trash can or bathroom nearby so that you aren’t run
ning around with a rnouth full o f
come looking for a rccepticle.
I f having any kind o f body fluid
in your mouth freaks you out, just,
take him out o f your mouth right
before he finishes and jerk him off
onto your face or other body pan.
Men are visual creatures and gener
ally enjoy that kind o f spectacle.
Then, be prepared for your guy
to fall asleep pretty quickly with a

giant grin plastered on his face.
Guys, you are not getting off that
easily here. There is some blowjob
etiquette that you absolutely need to
follow unless you never want to get
another BJ from your partner again.
First off, hygiene. I f you were
out in the blistermg sun building
homes for charity all day, awesome.
But it also means your body smells
like balls (so just imagine what your
balls smell like) if you haven’t taken
a shower since then. Keep it clean.
In regards to pubic hair, some
women like seeing a thick happy
trail leading to a veritable forest.
But just as you wouldn’t like get-
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Celebrate the Am erican Indian pow w ow w ith MCC and AISA
Katelyn Sweigart
KATELYNSWE!GART.MD<@>GMAlL.COM

The M ulticultural Center (M CC)
and the American Indian Student As
sociation (AISA) will hold a workshop
that teaches the history, etiquette,
dances and songs o f a Native Ameri
can community gathering called the
pow wow on Thursday, Feb. 10.
Aerospace engineering sophomore
Clayton Green is a member o f both
the Lakota tribe and AISA, and will
teach the workshop. He has previous
ly taught for the Californian Indian
Hobbyists Association. Green said he
has been involved in the pow wow
since he could walk.
“Its a gathering,” Green said. “A
lot o f times it’s referred to as ‘come to
the circle.’ A pow wow is set up in a
circle with the drums on the outside,
sometimes the drums in the center.
You dance in a circle, you dance

around a circle.”
However, there will be no drum
mers at the workshop because he
could not find enough volunteers.
Instead, pre-recorded music will be
used. Green will teach dances from
the Northern and Southern regions,
as well as his own native dances.
He will go over men’s and women’s
dances as well as songs, drums and
their meanings. Then the attendees
will be given the opportunity to
participate in a couple’s dance and
a round dance.
“A round dance is where everyone
gets in a circle and it’s a very simple
side-step and it goes to the beat o f the
drum,” Green said. “It draws in the
community.”
Another dance Green will discuss
is called the grass dance, which is spe
cial because it occurs before the pow
wow. Drummers would practice and
dancers would go out to the circle be-

lope that we are going
to get people excited ahoul
Native American cull
— Steptim ie Cowherd
Vice president o f American Indian Sciences and Engineering Society
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20*Fcb. 18) — A no^; phase begins,
but you may not be aware o f the opportunités it will bring
unril a few o f them have already passed you by.

Taurus
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) — You may become entan
gled in a great deal o f red tape, but >ou arc, in pan, to
blame. Simplify and economize where youjean.
V ■ ARIES (March 21-April 19) — You kn<pw how to get
y jk
things done, and yet you may have a good reason to let
I I
I i l l someone else take c h a ^ and do things the hard way.
'v
Gemini
Scorpio TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — Pressure is likely to mount
at this time, but you’ll have at least one more chance to in
dulge in a little private plea.surc.

Elizabeth Graham works with AISA
in the hopes that the event will be
spread throughout the year, instead o f
focused ail in one month.
“I hope that pieoplc come with an
open mind and ready to learn,” she

Student living at its finest

estàurânt

V IR G O (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — You can address one or two
o f your private fears without advertising them to anyone;
certain secrets will remain safe and sound.
Capricorn
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct, 22) — You don’t have to make
immediate changes, but it’s a good idea to begin making
plans that can lead you down different roads.

^
¿A ;
Libra

SC O R PIO (Oct. 23*Nov. 21) — You’ll be able to stay in
GDuch — if you want to. The truth is that you may want to
remain aloof and independent at this time.
(¿$bc@r
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — In your attanpts
to explain that which cannot be explained, you may actu
ally make the mystoy more complicated than it already U.

CAPRICORN (Doc. 22-Jan. 19) — A good, stroi^ « a n
is advised, but making one will be unnecessarily d i f i ^ t if
p c
you haven’t formulated a solid plan.
< •
;'i;taii.tarius
I mi*T> .»It» niiiim
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said. “Enjoy themselves and let loose
and learn about a culture that they
might not know that much about.”
The workshop will be held in
room 220 in the University Union
from 6 to 8 p.m.

^tenner Glen

Aries

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — It’s time to work more closely
with your inner circle to come up with the answers to
some tricky — and perhaps awkward — questions.

Leo

COURTESY PHOTO

“You sec people dandng all the time and this is just another form o f dandng,"
Stephanie Cowherd, vice president o f Cal Poly*s American Indian Sciences and
Engineering Society said.

w w w .£ t e n n m ^ | e n ,c o m

G EM IN I (May 21-June 20) — You will radiate a certain
kind o f positive energy that attracts and inspirc-N others. It’s
a good time to put a new plan into motion.
CAN CER (June 21-July 22) — It’s a good time to extend
your reach further than before. The rewards that await you
F'l.'.ces as a result can lead to even greater rewards.

fore the rest o f the participants.
“Their dance was to flatten the
grass out,” he said.
Green will wear his full regalia,
including moccasins, bells, angora
leg pieces, a breastplate and a busde.
He’ll also wear a roach headpiece
made o f dyed porcupine fur with
two feathers. The number o f feathers
conveys meaning; Green’s headpiece
has two feathers whicli he said sym
bolizes that he is an able man inside
the tribe.
“Just the outfit in itself is an art,”
Green said. “It looks gorgeous.”
Stephanie Cowherd, vice presi
dent o f Cal Poly’s American Indian
Sciences and Engineering Society and
a member o f the San Carlos Apache
tribe, said one can tell the differences
between tribes by the bcadwork on
their regalia and the variety o f dance
moves emphasized. Cowherd said
she feels the most connected with her
culture when dancing.
“It’s all about keeping in time
with the drumbeat,” she said. “They
refer to it as the heartbeat, that’s why
it’s super spiritual.”
Cowherd said she hopes people
will become excited about learning
and experiencing the Native Ameri
can culture and that eventually AISA
could hold weekly dance workshops.
“Show them that it’s not that
unfamiliar," she said. “You see peo
ple dancing all the time and this is
just another form o f dancing. I re
ally hope that we are going to get
people excited about Native Ameri
can culture.”
Although Native American Heri
tage Month is in November, lead
advocate and political science junior
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continuedfrom page 8

ling a hair stuck between your
teeth, your partner won’t either. If
it’s gnarly, at least trim it.
Don’t guilt your partner into
giving you a blowjob, especially if
you rarely or never return the favor.
Oral is a two-way street that should
be frequently strolled upon in both
directions.
W hile guiding your partner’s
head during oral seems like a natu
ral response, don’t do it too force
fully or unexpectedly because your
partner may accidentally bite down.
Make sure your partner knows

that you’re enjoying what they are
doing. Moans, groans and other
tips from the dirty talk article
published last week can easily be
done during a blowjob.
And finally, when you hit the
point o f no return, let your part
ner know you are about to come.
That way, they, can be mentally
and physically prepared to spit,
swallow, let >it fly on them or
snowball it back to you.
I hope this gives some o f you
ideas for the next time you fool
around with your partner. As al
ways, say your please and thank
you’s, and always return the favor!

Elton John turns toward younger
audiences with ‘Gnomeo and Juiiet’
Rick Bentley
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

The image o f Elton John in bejeweled stacked shoes, garish glasses
and colorful costumes will forever
be a part o f the 1970s. But these
days, he presents a very different
image — both professionally and
personally.
“As 1 grow older, I’m much
more content in my own skin,”

says John, who is dressed in black
and wearing a pair o f John Lennonstyle sunglasses. Ih e 63-year-old
music icon is doing interviews at
the Four Seasons Hotel for his up
coming animated film “Gnomeo &
Juliet.”
“I really don’t have any more
ambitions other than 1 just want to
work and do excellent stuff,” John
says. “The element o f surprise in this

business is what makes us love it.
One day, you’re sitting by the phone
waiting to do something — or not
doing anything — and then the next
day you have the chance o f a life
time.”
This is the third film produced
by John and his partner o f 17 years,
David Furnish, through their Rocket
see Elton Jo h n , page 1 1
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Meets PtvC at a blood drive,

Andy Hagerman, PwC Associate.

networks with PwC via college

PwC’s community outreach programs, Andy found more surprises

2OO6 •Earns BBA,joins PwC
2010

After being impressed by

at PwC. Like a position on the Su stainable Business Solutions

as an Associate

team , w here he not only effects positive change in the world, he

Skeomes a Sustainable Business

To see Andy*sfuU timeline
and how you can feed your future, visit www.pwc.tv
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Elton John
continuedfrom page 10
Productions. The animated take on
“Romeo and Juliet,” told through
garden gnomes, was 11 years in the
making. It Bnally hits theaters this
Friday.
Originally, the movie was to have
an eclectic soundtrack. Disney ex
ecutives suggested John write new
songs to mix with tunes he created
with Bernie Taupin (his songwriting
partner for 44 years).
John initially balked. He had nev
er created an entire Blm soundtrack.
But he felt better about the process
after turning over the music deci
sions to director Kelly Asbury and
music producer James Newton
Howard.
“Although it’s all our back cata
log, and a couple o f new songs, it
doesn’t feel overbearing like it’s an
Elton John movie. It feels like ‘Gnomeo & Juliet’ with some good music
in it,” John says. “I’m glad it turned
out that way.”
John learned a lot about making
animated films while creating mu
sic for “The Lion King,” especially
about collaboration and compro
mise. He has to leave his ego at the
door because songs get cut if they
don’t move along the story in a film
or on stage.
John’s main role on the prpduction team was to use the clout he’s
earned through 38 gold records, six
Grammy wins, a Tony and an O s
car. He would call each time a new
boss took over at Disney to make
sure they weren’t going to drop the
project.
Being Elton John also helped land
voice talents, including Lady Gaga,
his duet partner for the original tune
“Hello, Hello." At first John says he
had to “torture” Lady Gaga to get
her to agree to sing the number, but
he says the pair became friends when
she performed at an AIDS benefit at
his home.
“Because she is one o f my new
best friends and I love her to death,
it was nice that she was able to do
it, and it ended up working out brilliandy," John said.
The pair also performed together
at the 2 0 1 0 Grammy Awards. John
says being in front o f a live audience
is more enjoyable than ever.
“The older I get, I think I’m sing
ing better live. I really appreciate my
performing so much better now that
I am older. I don’t take it for granted
anymore,” John says. “I relish and
cherish it more than anything else
because you never know what the
performance is going to be.”
John says the best part about
his life today is the balance he feels

when he comes off the stage, which
comes from Furnish. In December,
the couple adopted a child, Zachary
Jackson Levon Furnish-John.
John never imagined he’d ever be
a father, and he’s happy he changed
his mind — other than having to
deal with dirty diapers.
“Children are extremely im
portant. They are the future o f the
world. As long as David and I can
bring him up to be a loving and
compassionate boy. I’ll be very hap
py. I love this,” John says. “Obvi
ously, it’s been the most wonderful
thing that’s ever happened to me —
after meeting David.
“It’s been very relaxing because
this little soul you are feeding and
bathing and telling bedtime stories
to is a blank palette, a blank canvas.
All he needs is love and nurturing.
It’s the most wonderful feeling.”
Fatherhood is but the latest step
in John’s uncharted life. He’s always
gone with opportunities that come
his way, such as writing the music
for “Lion King.” The film gave John
— who to that point had just been
touring and making records — the
opportunity to write for stage and
film scores.
In the 1990s, John would have
thought it madness to think he’d
write a song about a warthog or
make a movie about garden gnomes.

MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

Upcoming children’s film “Gnomeo and Juliet” will be the third movie produced by ainger/songwriter Elton John.

He looks back and realizes those
moments have helped change his life
and make his career so joyous.
“It’s the things that come along
that completely surprise you,” John
says. “Things you never thought you
would do.”

He has no idea where his life
will go next, except that he won’t
try ballet or sing at Prince William
and Kate Middleton’s wedding. John
dryly suggests the royal couple will
choose someone like Barry Manilow,
who’s “younger and better looking.”

www.tshirt2uy.net

The only thing certain in his fu
ture is making a movie about his life.
A script has already been written.
“Obviously it’s not going to be
your regular run-of-the-mill film,”
he says. “My life has been kind o f
crazy.”
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Jerem y C utcher is a p o litic a l science
sen ior a n d M ustang D aily lib era l
colum nist.
This past Sunday was the big day. No,
not that foosball game berween the
Stackers and the I’celers or whates'cr.
It was an opportunity for Fox
New's to feed oil the incredible num
ber of people watching the Super
Bowl and an opportunity for Fox
Sports to draw in an audience that
may not normally tune in to football.
It wa.s Rill O ’Reilly’s interview
with President Obama during the
pre-game show. And, as was expect
ed, the title bout did not disappoint
- it was not your generic interview,
w'ith vapid questions and empty
platitudes, although Obama did oc
casionally give the political an.swer
rather than the real answer.
First, 1 will say I actually enjoy
watching O ’Reilly’s interviews for
the most part. He docs come from
an ideological point o f view differ
ent from mine, but he doesn’t hide
it and he’s not bashful. Also, he asks
difficult questions, whether the per
son interviewed is liberal or conser
vative. Having said that, I do find his
habit o f asking loaded questions ir
ritating (i.c. “A lot o f Americans feel
that you’re a big government liberal
who wants to intrude on their per
sonal freedom. Now, do you deny
■that?”) as well as his ptoclivity to
finish a series o f questions with his

own opinion and then quickly move
on to the next topic so he always ha.s
the final word. It gave the impres
sion that both were talking past each
other rather than engaging in a con
versation. But all in all, it was one
of the more worthwhile presidential
interviews I’ve seen in a little while.
(^’Reilly’s first question focused
on F.gypt, which is going through
a very important time in its history.
O ne Kg)'ptian journalist called it
their “Berlin Wall moment” because
she said this will he the moment
where Egyptians ou.st a corrupt re
gime of political elites in favor o f
.some form o f reprc,sentativc democ
racy, with the democratic spirit then
spreading to other countries in the
Middle East.
If history is news that stays news,
then the world is witnessing his
tory in F'gs^pt that will have impli
cations for generations. Obama did
not want to insert himself too much
into the domestic politics of Egypt
(knowing that his words “can affect
markets, affect what happens over
seas”) saying only that he wants to
see a representative government that
takes into account the interests o f ail
Egyptians.
One o f the most interesting p>oints
in the interview was when O ’Reilly
asked Obama if he denied he was
“a man who wants to redistribute
wealth.” A liberal by definition favors
redistribution o f some sort. Even

America as a whole favors redistrib
uting wealth — tax policy is always a
matter o f redistributing wealth from
one sector o f society to another, and
there are very few Americans who
desire getting rid o f taxes altogether,
or at least few who favor doing so
and understand the consequences
that action would have.
Rather than answering honestly
and saying he favored some redis
tributive policies, Obama denied
the “accusation” and pointed to the
fact that he has only lowered taxes
since he got in office. But he also
said during the State o f the Union
speech we shouldn’t give up federal
loans and scholarships to students
before the wealthiest give up their
tax break. You tell me if he favors
redistribution.
But I do find it intriguing that
he felt he could not admit that. I’m
sure taking into account Fox News’
traditional audience base. And tax
policy will forever be a rallying cry
for those on the right, after all our
country sought independence from
England over taxation without rep
resentation. We as Americans must
realize that our country offers fan
tastic opportunities, hut not ev
eryone can take advantage of these
opportunities equally. Thus, those
who succeed should have to face
higher tax burdens as some mark o f
gratitude toward the country that
allowed them to prosper as well as
they have. This money can then be
redistributed throughout society so
as to guarantee a certain standard

o f living for all who contribute to
keeping the American dream alive
and our economy going, from nurses
and teachers to farmers and janitors.
I know we like to call ourselves
a Christian nation, often to gain
moral superiority over some issue.
I was raised Catholic and it seems
to me that policies o f redistribu
tion very much fall in line with the
teachings o f Jesus. And though the
government may not be perfect, it
still needs to intervene in the econ
omy from time to time because, in
Hegelian terminology, the market
is the realm o f the particular (or the
individual) while government is the
realm o f the universal (or the com 
mon good). Markets do not care if
people suffer so long as it runs at al
locative efficiency because markets
function off self-interest.
Governments, especially repre
sentative democracies, function off
the public interest. Some cynics will
say that politicians act self-interestcdly and thus governments never ac
tually function in the public interest.
But really, capitalism is the only ide
ology that really deifies self-interest,
while .self-interest in politics is often
condemned and even prosecuted.
Though it may not always be perfect,
governments are at least supposed to
act in the public interest — the same
cannot be said o f markets.
On another note, I have to ad
mit that the commercials during the
Super Bowl seem to get worse every
year. The game, however, did not
disappoint.

aU, it was one o f the
nlbrew orthw hile presidential
interviews IVe seen in
while.
— Jeremy Cutcher
Liberal columnist
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Jeremy,
The “macroeconomic theory” that
you stated is simply wrong. The reces
sion is not caused by a drop in aggre

gate demand. Rather, it was the nec
essary side effect to malinvestments
that took place because o f artificially
low interest rates created by the Fed
eral Rc.servc via injections into the
commercial hanks. When the banks’
reserves are increased through this
injection of credit, the interest rate
drops, causing entrepreneurs to ‘in
vest in tomorrow.’ However, because
consumers had not cut back on their
consumption (i.e. demand), they
had not freed up resources to lulfill
the demands for ‘tomorrow’s goods.’
Therefore, when ‘tomorrow’s good.s’
finally arrive on the market, the con
sumers do not have real savings to
buy these new goods.
When the entrepreneurs find out
that the consumers do not have the
real savings, they are forced to stop
dead in their tracks and liquidate all
o f their investments. In this sense
you could say that the cause o f this

crash was due to the lack o f demand
o f consumers, hut to believe that the
recession exists, ex nihilo, due to a
drop in aggregate demand is a non
sequitur. Secondly, when you say the
government is the only institution
that has the mass resources to spend
during the recession in order to ease
the pains o f the recession, it is impor
tant to ask whose resources are they
spending? Should they be spending
at all during a recession? WTien a
business owner starts recording losses
in his accounting, does he/she even
begin to think about spending more?
The answer to this last question is
most assuredly, no!
If they started spending more
they would become what they call
on the market, bankrupt. This is ex
actly the state o f the current United
States government, but the differ
ence is that the government can’t go
bankrupt — it can only keep spend

ing until it finally spends itself out o f
existence. It would be hardly true to
say that all o f these thoughts were a
product o f my own thinking. Much
o f the support for my arguments are
based on the Austrian School o f Eco
nomics, however my comments do
not in any way speak for it.

Ben Ziotnek
In response to "America, spend
today to invest in tom orrow ”
—

N O TE: The M ustang D aily features
select comments that are written in re
sponse to articles posted online. Though
not a ll the responses are printed, the
M ustang D aily prints comments that
are coherent a n d foster intelligent dis
cussion on a git>en subject. N o overcapi
talization, please.
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Mubarak must go for Egypt to move forward
B arbara Shelly is a m em ber o f the
Kansas City Star ed itorial board.
In normal times (if such a thing even
exists anymore in Egypt), tour buses
creep through choking traffic into
Cairo's Tahrir Square and unload
passengers in front o f the Egyptian
Museum.
The past is the big draw here. Fif
teen million tourists visited Egypt
in 2010, according to the country’s
tourism ministry. They headed for
the Pyramids o f Giza and the ancient
tombs o f Luxor and the massive rock
temples at Abu Simbel.
By the thousands, they poured
into the Egyptian Museum, where
soldiers and citizens now work to
guard Egypt’s most treasured antiq*
uities from the epic upheaval taking
place outside.
The nature o f Egypt’s tourism is
that visitors go home knowing more
about the country’s ancient past than
its present. I say this because I trav
eled there three months ago, and
returned with no inkling that Egypt
was about to blow.
But then again, I don’t think our
Egyptian tour guide, a wise and pas

sionate man named Amr, knew it ei
ther. He spoke to us at length about
the frustrations building in Egypt,
where grinding poverty and lack
o f opportunity persist even as the
citizens watch the rest o f the world
progress. But he seemed fatalistic
that anything could be done.
“In Egypt we cannot change that
much,” he said. “We need to change,
but we can’t.”
Amr is a professional, and he
wasn’t about to badmouth his presi
dent to a group o f westerners. But,
viewed in light o f recent events, he
seemed to be presaging the voices
that now ring throughout the nation.
Egypt can’t change unless Hosni
Mubarak leaves.
The Obama administration surely
didn’t see the tectonic shift coming.
As recendy as last week, Secretary o f
State Hillary Clinton called the gov
erning regime “stable.”
O ne team that had it right was
the E^ypt Working Group, a bi
partisan group o f U.S. senators and
foreign policy aiialysts who have
warned for months that Egypt was
headed for political instability and
urged the Obama administration to

take a stronger stand in favor o f lib
erties and human rights.
“The Egyptian government is par
alyzed by the aging Mubarak’s refusal
to look beyond his own rule," two o f
the group’s members, foreign policy
experts Michele Dunne and Robert
Kagan, wrote in 'Ihe Washington
Post in June. “And the Obama ad
ministration, in pursuit o f an illusory
stability, stands mute and passive as
the predictable train wreck draws
nearer.
It’s always difficult to know who
to listen to. But this seems like an
other instance o f Americans — both
the people and the government —
knowing too little about the world,
even as the world inevitably focuses
on us.
Egyptian citizens are aware that
for three decades U.S. leaders have
propped up the Mubarak regime,
even as he denied freedoms and eco
nomic opportunities to his people.
So now we watch helplessly on
our television and computer screens
as protests that began as thrilling and
empowering turn brutal and fright
ening. Mubarak has emerged as a
reprehensible leader, willing to send

thugs to brutalize citizens in order to
wring a few more drops o f power out
o f his dying regime. And there is no
avoiding the fact that U.S. foreign
policy has enabled him.
Amr the tour guide was wrong
when he said Egypt couldn't change.
Only his fatalism was on target.
Change has come to Egypt, but no
one knows what change will bring.
At times during our tour, Amr
came offi as a one-man ambassador,
trying hard to separate Egypt from
some o f its Arab peers.
“We want to show that we are just
like you,” he told our group o f Amer
icans and Europeans. “We’re not like

the other (Arab) countries. We want
peace and we want to live in peace.”
And when many o f us thanked
him profusely for his excellent ser
vice, he had but one request: “Go
home and tell everybody that Egypt
is safe. It is a good place to travel.”
That’s not the case today, but I
fervently hope it will be true again
very soon. Despite what they think
about our foreign policy, most peo
ple overseas eagerly welcome Ameri
cans to their lands. We should take
them up on their hospitality — and
take as much interest in their present
as in their past.

seems like another ins^DneefIt Americans knowing too
little about the world,
world inevitably focuses
us.
— Bart)ara Shelly
Kansas City Star

Let’s make a deal: Commissioner calls for compromise
Roger GooeUll is com m issioner o f the
N ation al F ootb all League.
O ne o f the best N FL seasons in his
tory is now over. We salute N FL
players for their extraordinary talent
and we deeply appreciate the tre
mendous support o f the fans.
The hard work to secure the next
N FL season must now accelerate
in earnest. We are just weeks from
the expiration o f our collective bar
gaining agreement. There has been
enough rhetoric, litigation and other
efforts beyond the negotiating table.
It is time for serious negotiations.
The current agreement expires on
March 4, and I cannot emphasize
enough the importance o f reaching
agreement by then. I f we as a league
— the teams and players’ union —
fail to fulfill our shared responsibil
ity to the fans and game, everyone
will be worse o ff — players, teams
and fans — starting in March.
This is an opportunity to create
a better future for the N FL, to im

prove the game for our fans, and to
expand the economic benefits for
the players and teams.
Staying with the status quo is not
an option. The world has changed
for everyone, including the N FL
and our fans. We must get better in
everything we do.
The union has repeatedly said
that it hasn’t asked for anything
more and literally wants to continue
playing under the existing agree
ment. That clearly indicates the
deal has moved too far in favor o f
one side. Even the union’s president
knows this — as he said on national
radio on January 27: “I think what
really happened is in 2 0 0 6 we got
such a great deal. I mean, the players
got a good deal and the owners felt
they got it handed to them.”
We need an agreement that
both sides can live with and obtain
what they need, not simply what
they want.
Today’s collective bargain agree
ment does not work as it should

from the standpoint o f the teams.
If needed adjustments are made,
the N FL will be better for everyone.
The first step is making sure a new
collective bargaining agreement is
more balanced and supports inno
vation and growth.
The N FL clubs want to move
forward, improve the system, and
secure the future o f the game for the
benefit o f players, fans and teams.
The status quo means no rookie
wage scale and the continuation
o f outrageous sums paid to many
unproven rookies. In 2009, for ex
ample, N FL clubs contracted $1.2
billion to 2 5 6 drafted rookies with
$585 million guaranteed before
they had stepped on an N FL field.
Instead, we will shift significant
parts o f that money to proven vet
erans and retired players.
The status quo means 16 regularseason and four preseason games —
even though fans have rejected and
dismissed four preseason games at
every opportunity. We need to de

liver more value to our fans by giv
ing them more o f what they want
at res(K>nsible prices. This can be
achieved if we work together and
focus on more ways to make the
game safer and reduce unnecessary
contact during the season and in the
off-season.
The status quo means failing to
recognize the many costs o f financ
ing, building, maintaining and op
erating stadiums. We need new sta
diums in Los Angeles, Minneapolis,
San Francisco, Oakland and San D i
ego; and the ability for more league
investment in new technology to
improve service to fans in stadiums
and at home.
The status quo means players
continuing to keep 6 0 percent o f
available revenue, in good years or
bad, no matter how the national
economy or the economics o f the
league have changed. From 2001 to
2 0 0 9 , player compensation doubled
and the teams committed a total o f
$34 billion to player costs. The N FL

is healthy in many respects, but we
do not have a healthy business mod
el that can sustain growth.
Companies with far more rev
enue than the N FL have gone
bankrupt because they misman
aged their costs and failed to address
their problems before they became
a crisis. The N FL has a track record
over many decades o f making good
decisions that have led to unprec
edented popularity. Negotiating a
fair agreement will result in billions
in pay and benefits to current play
ers, improved benefits for retired
players, and a sustainable business
model for our teams.
The current deal does not se
cure the best possible future for the
game, players, clubs and fans. The
next few weeks must be used to ne
gotiate with intensity and purpose
so we can reach a fair agreement by
March 4. If both sides compromise
and give a little, everyone will get a
lot, especially the fans.
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Wrestling
continuedfrom page 16

less if they make a mistake, you be
lieve in them and you’re there for
them no matter what, like a family
would because you care about them.”
Azevedo has also tried to insure
consistency in his family o f wres
tlers by promoting M ark Perry to
co-head coach this year in prepara
tion for next season when he will
take over all head coaching duties.
T h at move, Azevedo hopes, will
be one his lasting legacies at Cal
Poly. T he 26-year-old Perry could
be at Cal Poly for the long run
and is adamant his team will win
championships, if the athletic de

partment and donors support their
cause financially.
“I would love to stay here. W hy
not? It would be great,” Perry said.
“I think it all comes down to the
support. I want to win and I’m
gonna win team national titles in
my career as a coach, fh a t’s guar
anteed, I know it’s gonna happen.”
Azevedo backs Perry’s vision and
is confident that a stronger program
will emerge under his leadership.
“He has a wrestling mind and he
loves it,” Azevedo said. “He’s passion
ate, and he’s very good at it.”
But before Perry takes full con■trol, Azevedo has one more chance to
boost a wrestler to the top o f the po
dium, something a Cal Poly wrestler
has not accomplished since 1976.
Boris Novachkov might be the

best hope. He has a single tally
mark in the loss column with two
dual meets remaining until the
Pac-10 Championships.
“He has an opportunity where
he could definitely be a national
cham pion,” Azevedo said. “Just
taking it one at a time and wres
tling the way he is capable o f
wrestling, he could be the champ.
T h at’s exciting.”
But last year Pami showed that
a potential champion could come
from nearly anywhere. T h e im 
portance o f bringing home a title
for themselves and Azevedo is not
lost on the wrestlers cither.
“ It would be great, it’s been a
long go at it and I hope we do it
this year,” Filip Novachkov said.
“We are capable o f doing it.”

Rugby
continuedfrom page 16

Dominic Fcrri is one o f only
two freshmen chosen to compete
in the sevens tournament. Sevens
rugby is the “ultimate team game”
and requires a different mentality
than 15s, Fcrri said.
“In sevens you must be more
patient, more relaxed,” Fcrri said.
“You’re watching, waiting for the
other team to make a mistake
then capitalizing on it. The game
moves quick and when you score
it’s not because o f something you
did, it’s because o f something
your teammate did to help you."
For the Invitational Massman
and Doukas have put together a
mix o f 12 players to compere in
the tournament. All other team
members will attend as well, but
will play in matches unrelated to
the sevens tournament.
(]al Poly has been included
in what the coaches are deeming
“the pool o f death” — facing off

against Eastern Washington, Bowl
ing Green and Texas Tech. While it
will be a tough competition for Cal
Poly, the coaches arc optimistic.
“I f we can make it through our
‘pool play’ we can make it through
any other match,” Massman said. “It
will be a true grit fight for the cham
pionship.”
Winners o f the LVI will qual
ify for the USA Sevens Collegiate
Rugby Championship to be held
in Philadelphia in June 2011. Tire
championship match will broadcast
on N BC .
“It would be awesome to be tele
vised,” Massman said. “It would be
great exposure for the players, for the
club, for the program. Plus, it would
be a way for scouts to hear about Cal
Poly players, since sevens rugby will
be included in the 2013 Olympic
games.”
Malcolm also said he hop>es Cal
Poly wins the sevens tournament and
makes it to the championship in June.
“Recognition for the school and
program would be awesome, but
come on — it would just be really
cool to be on TV, too."
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Co-head coach John Azevedo has helped his team to an B-1 recotd this season. Azevedo has coached the Mustangs for 10 years.
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Azevedo leaves his mark
on wrestling program
J.J. Jenkins
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The Cal Pbly club rugby team is gearing up for the Las Vegas Invitational, which takes place this Sunday, Feb. 13.

Cal Poly club rugby team looks
to make its mark in Las Vegas
Victoria Zabel
VICTORIAZAB EL. M D@>GMAI L.COM

Worldwide, many consider rugby
to be the second most popular sport
only to soccer. In countries like New
Zealand, South Africa and Ireland,
rugby is the sport o f choice and of
ten invites a cult-like following. In
the United States, however, rugby
does not reign supreme. The Cal
Poly mens club ru ^ y team is work
ing to change that. .
According to Cal Poly rugby head
coach and rugby team alumnus Nick
Massman, rugby has the contact o f
football, the fiut pace o f basketball
and the mentality o f soccer. Cal Po
lys club rugby team has been around
since the 1960s and has become more
professional in time, Massman said.
Typically the Cal Poly rugby team
carries more than 75 players. In reg
ular play, 15 o f those players are on
the field, and seven players are on re
serve. Physical co n taa is a hallmark
o f rugby, and consequently six to 12
players on the Cal Poly team are in
jured on any given day with ailments
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ranging from broken fingers and
dislocated shoulders, to blown out
knees and concu.ssions.
Collin Malcolm, a senior on the
rugby team, has played for Cal Poly
for three years and said the physicality o f the sport is what builds strong
bonds among players.
“In rugby, the bond is different
than in any other sport,” Malcom
said. “You work out like crazy, you
compete on the field together ... it’s
literally ‘blood, sweat and tears’ with
your teammates. That’s something
you don’t get from other sports."
Massman agrees, and said it takes
a “special breed” o f athlete to make
it as a rugby player. Many players
on the Cal Poly rugby team have
participated in different sports, like
football or wrestling, but choose to
play only rugby.
“The commitment o f rugby play
ers at Cal Poly is greater than the
commitment o f other athletes,”
Massman said. “It’s really a ‘for love
o f the game* sort o f scenario; we do
what other sports teams do with a lot
less resources.”
Resources for club teams at Cal
Poly are minimal, and most rugby
coaches volunteer their time or are
compensated with a small stipend,
Massman said. The players pay their
own way to tournaments and are
responsible for their equipment,
though some expenses are taken care
o f with donations and fundraising.
Ma.ssman does not necessarily
want rugby to become a universitysponsored sport because he’s not
overly concerned with “what we call
(rugby),” just that it’s being played.
Rather, he would love for the univer
sity to be more involved.

“We’ve got a good program,
but sometimes it’s a battle just to
secure practice fields,” Massman
said. “As a club team, we are fifth
in hierarchy o f securing facili
ties — behind athletics, academic
classes, intramurals and even the
general student population.”
University support with regards
to admissions influence would
be crucial in securing top rugby
players for the Cal Poly program,
Massman said. Massman gets hun
dreds o f résumés and reels from
athletes interested in his program
every year, and having some sort
o f pull in the admissions process
would make securing them as
players much easier, he said.
National recognition for the
program would also help the Cal
Poly rugby team secure talented
players and financial support. If
Cal Poly wins its upcoming tour
nament, this would be a reality.
O n Feb. 13, the Cal Poly rugby
team will participate in the Las
Vegas Invitational (LVT), a rugby
tournament for all skill levels run
ning in conjunction with the USA
Sevens International Tournament
and Festival.
Andy Doukas, the Cal Poly sev
ens coach, said while the field size
is the same (as it is in 15s), the type
o f play in sevens is quite different.
“Sevens is faster and more
open than 15s,” Doukas said.
“The players must be fast, quick
to tackle and all-around skilled.
Sevens rugby requires a high qual
ity o f player because the play is so
physically demanding,”

Novachkov collected both honors in
I J J E N K I N S .M D ^ MA1L.COM
2010 .
Although, if there is one thing
missing from Azevedo’s résumé, it’s an
After a decade with the Mustangs,
C O - head coach John Azevedo is ' NCAA individual national champion.
Twice, his heart was broken.
hanging up his wrestling shoes
Chad Mendes compiled an unde
at the end o f the 2011 season.
Yet, with the Pac-10 and NCAA
feated record in the 2 0 0 7 -2 0 0 8 sea
Championships looming, Azevedo son, only to lose in the NCAA finals.
Last season. Chase Pami was the
remains focused on his wrestlers
Cinderella o f the NCAA tourna
and what they can accomplish in
ment. As a seven seed, he was the
the next six weeks.
lowest ranked wrestler to earn a spot
“We’re definitely in the home
in a title match after upsetting No. 2
stretches, so we’re excited about
these guys and what they are going Adam Hall. Unfortunately, Pami was
thwarted and Azevedo was denied an
to go,” Azevedo said. “I’m looking
NCAA champion again.
forward to what God is going to
have me do after this because I re
“To make it into the finals is ex
citing to have the chance (to win a
ally don’t know for sure yet."
title). Those are big matches, high
W ith his wealth o f experience,
pressure, but (Mendes and Pami)
Azevedo has no shortage o f options
once he walks out o f Cal Poly’s wres wresded great,” he said, in a charac
teristic understatement.
tling room for the final time. Much
o f his career was spent guiding other
Yet, no matter what happens
in the final part o f the season, the
wresders to championships o f their
legacy Azevedo leaves behind is be
own, but as a collegiate, he picked
up four NCAA tides o f his own at ginning to resonate now. Wresders
Cal State Bakersfield.
on the team found it hard to char
acterize the intangibles their coach
In 1980, Azevedo accomplished
brought to the table, but one word
what is impossible now. After win
kept coming up: family.
ning the Division II tide, he was
“I could always call (Azevedo)
invited to the Division I champi
and 1 knew that he would be there
onships, as was customary. Only,
Azevedo did not falter in the face
and 1 knew he would back me up no
o f tougher competition. In fact, he
matter what,” senior Filip Novach
kov said. “It’s good to have that feel
won it all.
ing that there is someone who cares
He might have gone on to
wrestle in Moscow for the Olym a lot about everyone on the team ...
It’s like we’re his family.”
pic Games that year, having made
Ryan DesRoches has been on the
the Olympic team. But the United
team for three years and reiterated
States boycotted and he was not
Filip’s points. The wresding team,
able to wrestle for Olympic gold.
he said, was not a factory-like sys
When asked if he believed that
tem where all wrestlers were molded
he truly was a medal contender,
in exactly the same way. Everything
Azevedo chuckled and said, “1 be
lieve I was.” But, belief is not all Azevedo did was meant to enhance
the individual wrestlers performance
he has.
by finding what worked best for
Azevedo would go on to de
them.
feat Olympic medalists and World
“He really cares about everyone
Champions in other competitions,
not to mention finishing fourth in
on an individual level and wants
to be able to lead them not only in
the world just two years later.
their wrestling field, but by improv
Injuries derailed an attempt to
ing their life skills,” DesRoches said.
wrestle in the 1984 Olympic Games
The familial aspect o f his program
and he began working his way up
was not lost on Azevedo and he said
through the coaching ladder.
In 2 0 0 1 , after 12 years as head
he consciously worked on building a
special relationship with his wresders.
coach at Calvary Chapel High
“You care about them more than
School, Azevedo landed at Cal
Poly as an assisunt. Two years lat just being a number, just being a
er, he became head coach.
body, just being a win or a loss. I
think that’s how to do it," Azevedo
During his time in the top spot,
said. “You let them know you care
Azevedo has coached at least one
about their life on and o ff the mat
wrestler to an individual Pac-10
and that you are there for them re
championship and to All-Amer
gardless if they win or lose. Regardican status every year. Most re
cently, junior 1 4 1-pounder Boris
tet \^estiing, pa ge 15

cares about everyone on an
m n m e m level and wants to be able to
lead them not only in their
field, but by improving life
^
Ryan DesRoches

Cal Poly wrtatler
see Rugby, puge 1 5
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